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TECH INDUSTRY EMPLOYMENT

TECH OCCUPATION EMPLOYMENT

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE TRENDING
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TECH INDUSTRY EMPLOYMENT | TECH JOB POSTINGS
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FEB vs. JAN

TECH SECTOR EMPLOYMENT
PC, Semiconductor, Components Mfg. 988,800 -700
Telecommunications 581,300 -1,000
Cloud Infrastructure, Data Processing, Hosting 468,500 -300
Other Info Services, Search, Platforms 179,500 +1,200
IT & Custom Software Services | Sys. Design 2,382,100 +5,900

TECH JOB POSTING ACTIVITY
Software Developer / Engineer 50,743 +4,830
Systems Engineer 21,473 +2,091
Tech Support Specialist 13,825 -61
Cybersecurity Engineer / Analyst 12,509 +297
Artificial Intelligence Engineer 9,875 +1,044
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Note: there are certain limitations in using monthly data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Not all information technology occupation and industry categories are available on a monthly basis 
so this data should be viewed as a proxy. Additionally, there tends to be higher levels of volatility and variance in monthly data, so CompTIA advises viewing workforce trends over a longer period of 
time. The net of tech industry and tech occupation employment equates to net tech employment, as defined by CompTIA. Backward revisions to prior month’s data may occur from the sources used 
in this report. non-seasonally adjusted unemployment rate as defined by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics captures individuals actively looking for work in the past four weeks. Furloughed workers 
may have an expectation for returning to their employer and therefore are not actively looking and not counted in unemployment rate figures. For questions related to the data or methodology, 
please contact the CompTIA Research Team at research@comptia.org.

March 2026 release

#JobsReport

Data note: due to the government shutdown, the BLS did not publish 
a full report for the month of October; gaps in the data series for 
certain charts will exist.
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Job listings with an AI skill requirement
Job listings for specialized AI ro les
Job listings for all tech occupations

TECH OCCUPATION JOB POSTING VOLUMES
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AI HIRING INTENT INDEX

TOP REMOTE TECH JOB POSTINGS
FEB vs. JAN

Software Developer / Engineer 13,595 +938
Systems Engineer / Architect 5,795 +778
Cyber Security Engineer / Analyst 3,132 -12
Tech Support Specialist 2,853 -118
Artificial Intelligence Engineer 2,462 +192
Network Engineer / Architect 2,141 +52
Systems Analyst 1,789 +92
IT Project Manager 1,745 -140
Business Intelligence Analyst 1,740 +12
Data/Data Mining Analyst 1,719 -148

SUBTOTAL 36,971 +1,646

Source: CompTIA analysis of Lightcast job posting data

TOP REMOTE METROS: TECH JOB POSTINGS
FEB vs. JAN

New York 3,162 +779

Washington DC 2,606 +10

Dallas 1,877 -60

Boston 1,858 -1

Chicago 1,669 +85

Source: CompTIA analysis of Lightcast job posting data | new postings
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100-point index | base period = Feb 2024

TECH HIRING BY YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
Percent distribution of employer job postings for the 
month across specified work experience requirement
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Active Job Postings New Job Postings

20%
29%

17%

34%

0-3 years
4-7 years

8 years 
or more

Work experience 
not specified

HIRING FOR DEDICATED AI JOB TITLES 
Artificial intelligence and machine learning positions FEB
New York 9%
San Jose 7%
Washington DC 5%
San Francisco 4%
Dallas 3%

TOP TECH JOBS FOR < 4-YR DEGREE
% of active postings not requiring 4-yr degree | % of total FEB
Network Support Specialists 88%
Tech Support Specialists 72%
Web Developer 61%
Network and Systems Administrators 58%
Database Administrators 54%



TOP INDUSTRIES: TECH JOB POSTINGS
FEB

Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services 61,774
Manufacturing 28,892
Administrative and Support Services 27,672
Information and Media 18,882
Finance and Insurance 16,309
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TOP STATES: TECH JOB POSTINGS
FEB vs. JAN

California 25,199 +779

Texas 20,270 +895

New York 12,510 +2,545

Virginia 11,693 -462

Illinois 8,732 -246

Florida 7,992 -199

New Jersey 7,638 +1,339

Massachusetts 7,559 +365

Maryland 7,127 -542

North Carolina 6,997 +254

SUBTOTAL 115,717 +4,728

Source: CompTIA analysis Lightcast job posting data | For metro area table, 
a minimum of 500 job postings was used in the analysis  

TOP METROS: TECH JOB POSTINGS
FEB vs. JAN

New York 15,986 +3,988

Washington DC 13,571 +503

Dallas 9,100 +171

San Jose 7,597 +934

Boston 7,003 +355

Chicago 6,718 -84

San Francisco 5,921 -1,030

Atlanta 5,578 +175

Los Angeles 5,544 +335

Austin 4,953 +746

Seattle 4,709 -38

Baltimore 4,586 -365

Philadelphia 3,788 +158

Phoenix 3,697 +172

Denver 3,223 +29

Charlotte 3,182 +133

Minneapolis 3,059 +59

Detroit 3,003 +128

Houston 2,956 -268

Columbus 2,443 -201

SUBTOTAL 116,617 +5,900

TOP STATES: TECH JOB POSTINGS CHANGE
FEB vs. JAN

New York 12,510 +2,545

New Jersey 7,638 +1,339

Texas 20,270 +895

California 25,199 +779

Massachusetts 7,559 +365

Michigan 5,682 +257

North Carolina 6,997 +254

Washington, D.C. 3,327 +236

Vermont 891 +193

Indiana 2,648 +169

SUBTOTAL 92,721 +7,032

TOP METROS: TECH JOB POSTINGS CHANGE
FEB vs. JAN

New York 15,986 +3,988
San Jose 7,597 +934
Austin 4,953 +746
Washington DC 13,571 +503
San Diego 2,332 +418
Boston 7,003 +355
Los Angeles 5,544 +335
San Antonio 1,349 +261
Atlanta 5,578 +175
Phoenix 3,697 +172
Dallas 9,100 +171
Huntsville 1,097 +165
Philadelphia 3,788 +158
Miami 2,356 +143
Charlotte 3,182 +133
Detroit 3,003 +128
Indianapolis 1,615 +110
Lansing 1,123 +83
Minneapolis 3,059 +59
Sacramento 1,172 +56

SUBTOTAL 97,105 +9,093

SECTOR SPOTLIGHT: MANUFACTURING
Top metros for sector hiring of tech roles FEB
San Jose 2,633
Austin 1,075
Boston 944
Dallas 880
Washington DC 879
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